[Seasonal outbreak of enteroviral meningitis during summer 2005: experience of a French pediatric unit].
To describe the clinical and biological characteristics of children presenting with enteroviral (EV) meningitis in a French paediatric unit during summer 2005. Retrospective study of children with EV meningitis from May to September 2005, diagnosed by PCR and/or viral culture in cerebrospinal fluid (CSF), serum or throat. We reported 99 cases of EV meningitis (96 confirmed and 3 probable). The sex ratio was 2/1, and the median age was 5 years. Peak incidence was reached during the second week of July. The predominant symptom was meningism. ENT (16%), digestive (10%), cutaneous (15%) or respiratory (4%) symptoms were rare. Blood leucocyte count found a predominance of neutrophils (73%), and lymphopenia in half of the children. The mean value of CRP was 25,5 mg/l. The median leukocyte count in CSF was 65 cells/mm(3), with a prevalence of neutrophils in 60% of cases. Pleiocytosis was absent in 20 children. CSF protein level was increased in 20% of cases. The rate of hospitalization was 57,5%. Intravenous antibiotic treatment, initiated among 18 patients, was stopped in 66,6% of the cases on reception of PCR result. The latter result was obtained in 2,3 days on average. The epidemic of 2005 EV meningitis was as widespread as that of summer 2000. Characteristics of these meningitis are strong proportion of CSF without pleiocytose and high prevalence of neutrophils in blood and CSF.